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The relativity of the categories of question and negation and the asymmetry
between affirmation and negation in the interrogative sentences

Shaofeng WANG* Changji JIN*™*

Two issues are mainly discussed in this paper: 1, the relativity of the categories
of question and negation. 2, the asymmetry between affirmation and negation in WH
questions. Firstly, it indicates that there are two kinds of “%%¢” in Chinese interrogative
sentences. One is “question” , which connects to the polar opposition of known-unknown
in cognitive field, having nothing to do with affirmation and negation. Another one is
“doubt” , which concerns with psychological activity or subjective attitude, and directly
relates to the polar opposition of believe-doubt, where “believe” is inclined to affirmation,
and “doubt” corresponds to the negation. In other words, it is the consistency of two polar
oppositions that establish the semantic relativity between question and negation directly.
Secondly, in WH questions, the use of “#8/#1” is asymmetric. It is noted that this problem
can be explained through the core meaning of “#3” and “t” , and the polar opposition
of affirmation-negation. “#8” means “all” (sum up), and “t5.” means “also” (same). If we
take WH pronouns as a wildcard, then the use of “&8” means summing up all the wildcard
1n one-time, therefore both of affirmative and negative sentences become same. But the
function of “t1” in the affirmative sentence is to accumulate two similar elements, when
the set having only two elements can be combined into the total, and if there are a number
of elements in a set, the wildcard are only combined to the previous element, and they can’
t sum up the total. In the negative sentences, “th” plays a role of reduction of similar
elements, and all the wildcards can be reduced one by one until the result will be 0. It means
“H” can extend to the limit of the negative polarity—the negation of all elements (the

whole set).
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