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Abstract

In this paper, we analyze the cultural background, national character and the difference
of interpersonal communication between Japan, Korea and China by comparing honorific
systems in Japanese, Korean and Chinese.

In Japan which has strong social regulations of organizations and groups, honorific
standards are decided in principle according to the internal and external relations of the
organization, hierarchical relationships, relationship affinity, and the standards of cases,
and a relative honorific is used. In the religious society of Korea, the greatest bond in
human relations is kinship, and absolute honorific expressions are used with the absolute
obedience to parents and elders. In the Chinese society, a strict honorific system is not
used. Inside the group, individuals’ abilities are emphasized rather than relationships—such

as age, senior and junior status—, and equal human relations are formed.
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