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Revival of the Ancient Board game Bansugoroku
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Abstract

Bansugoroku, an ancient board game, has been around for thousands of years in
both Japan and China. It no longer existed in China since the Qing Dynasty. During
the 19th century, the late Edo period, it began to fade into the Japanese history as well.
Bansugoroku along with two other board games, Go and Xiangqi, were called the Big
Three. One of the objectives of our research is to revive this ancient board game. In order
to do this, it requires us to fully understand its rules. The ancient Chinese literature, Pu
Shuang, is by far the most reliable resource to study the rules of this board game. Through
the interpretation of Pu Shuang, this article primarily focuses on examining the rules of

Bansugoroku, particularly the one that was trendy in Northern China.
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