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Considerations for the Large Shogi Variants as Shamanism
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Abstract

Until very recently, large shogi variants ware considered shogi made after small shogi.
In the conventional study of shogi history, shogi as a game was the subject of research, and
shogi as shamanism was not. By the way, if the origin shogi is a magical shogi designed
according to Yin Yang Five Elements and Sixty zodiac, many kinds of pieces are required.
Therefore, the origin shogi should be inevitably a large shogi variant. It is possible to draw
consistent answers to the unsolved problems in the history of shogi by treating the Heiankyo
jobo as the square of the board of the Maka-o shogi. Among the conclusions obtained, the two
major ones are as follows: 1) The board of the Maka-o shogi has 16 X 19 squares, and it is
highly likely that it is not the 19 X 19 squares described in Shogi-zu. 2) For Maka-o shogi and
Dai-o shogi at the time of its formation, their pieces may not have been placed in the square,

but would have been placed at the intersection just like Chinese chess.
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