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Hemingway and Japan

focusing on an article of magazine and relation with a Japanese

Kimiaki Uegaki
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There are no names in this story.
The characters in it are a reporter, a girl reporter, a quite beautiful daughter in

a Japanese kimono, and a mother. (104)
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The door opened one narrow crack. The crack ran from the top of the door to
the bottom, and about half way up it was a very dark, very beautiful face, the hair

soft and parted in the middle.(104)
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‘She[daughter]is beautiful, after all,” thought the reporter. He had been sent on so
many assignments in which beautiful girls figured, and so few of the girls had ever
turned out to be beautiful. (104)
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It [kimono] ought to have some other name. Kimono has a messy, early morning
sound. There was nothing kimonoey about this kimono. The colours were vivid
and the stuff had body to it, and it was cut. It looked almost as though it might be
worn with two swords in the belt. (104-5)
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‘Just before twelve o'clock, there was a great rumbling sound and then everything

commenced to rock back and forth. The dock rolled and bucked. My brother and 1
[daughter] were on board the boat leaning against the rail. Everybody had been

throwing streamers. It only lasted about thirty seconds, said the daughter. (106)
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‘You [two reporters] understand. No names,” said the mother.

“You're sure? They wouldn’t do any harm, you know.’

“You said you wouldn’t use the names,” the mother said wearily. The reporters
went out. The friends stood up as they went through the room.

The reporter took a look at the Japanese kimono as the door was shut.

‘Who’s going to write the story? You or me? asked the girl reporter.

‘I don’t know, said the reporter. (110)
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Well write to me [Hmigway]. You[Pound] may save a human life. Any news
from Kumae as to his probable death in the quake? Poor fellow. Hope fellow.

Hope the ice plant is still upright. Yes yes Poor Kumae. ... (93)
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It [Ezra Pound’s studio] had very good light and was heated by a stove and it had
paintings by Japanese artists that Ezra knew. They were all noblemen where they
came from and wore their hair cut long. Their hair glistened black and swung
forward when they bowed and I [Hemingway] was very impressed by them but I did
not like their paintings. I did not understand them but they did not have any
mystery, and when I understood them they meant nothing to me. I was sorry

about this but there was nothing I could do about it.(107)
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