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The Pausing Effects on Japanese EFL Learners'
Listening Comprehension
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1. Oliver has a cat/ named Mimi.// One night there was a big storm.// Mimi was afraid of
the thunder.// The next morning,/ Oliver couldn't find Mimi/ anywhere.// He looked for her
everywhere.// When he had/ almost given up,/ he heard her crying/ under his father's car.

Question: What made Mimi afraid?

2. Anne is very happy with her new job,// She's a tour guide/ in New York City.// She shows
Japanese visitors/ famous places/ and explains the city's history in Japanese.// Anne likes her
job/ because she can use the Japanese she learned in college.// She also meets many interesting
people.

Question: Why is Anne happy with her new job?

3. Recently,/ many people have become interested in/ electric bicycles.// People ride them like
normal bicycles,/ but these bikes/ also have a small engine/ to help riders go up hills.// People
like electric bicycles/ because they are easy to ride/ and they don't cause air pollution.

Question: What is one reason people like electric bicycles?

4. Kenji comes from a town in the mountains of Nagano.// He went to San Diego/ as a high
school exchange student.// His host family lives near the beach,/ and Kenji learned to surf
there./ He said that surfing was the best part of his life/ in the United States.

Question: What did Kenji enjoy most in the United States?

5. Clare loves music/ and is a big fan of the band/ "Bad Boys."// She has posters/ of the band/
all over her bedroom walls.// One day/ she waited all day/ outside their hotel/ just to take
their picture!// All her friends were surprised/ when she told them what she had done.

Question: Why were Clare's friends surprised?

6. In 1935,/ an American farmer named Dan West/ was working as a volunteer in Spain.// He
was giving milk/ to poor families.// Then he had a great idea.// Instead of giving families
milk,/ why not/ give them a cow?// He started a group/ that gave cows/ to poor families.//
Today,/ the group helps people in 115 countries.

Question: What was Dan West's great idea?

7. Last night, Tsuyoshi went to the video store/ to rent a video.// He spent a long time/
choosing an action movie,/ and the store was getting ready to close.// But when he got to the

check-out counter,/ he couldn't find his wallet.// So/ he had to go home/ without a video.

Question: why didn't Tsuyosi rent a video?



8. Melanie plans to go to Brazil/ during her winter vacation.// So she got a part-time job/ in
a company/ to make some money.// She needed several suits/ to wear at work,/ but didn't
want to buy them.// Fortunately,/ borrowed three suits/ from her.//

Question: How did Melanie solve her problem?

9. The game of rugby/ was created in England, in 1823.// During a soccer game,/ a boy named
William Webb Ellis/ picked up the ball/ and began to run with it.// His teammates joined
him,/ and a new game was born.//

Question: Who created the game of rugby?

10. Attention,/ all passengers/ on National Airlines Flight 152/ to Boston area,/ Flight 152/ has
been delayed.// 1 repeat,/ Flight 152 will NOT be taking off/ on time.// For more
information,/ please ask one of our staff at the gate.

Question: What is the problem with Flight 1527
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